
SANGEET NATAK AKADEMI
USTAD BISMILLAH KHAN YUVA PURASKAR 2008

RAJNISH MISHRA & RITESH MISHRA (Joint Puraskar) / Hindustani Vocal

VISHAL JAIN / Hindustani Vocal

JAY SHANKAR MISHRA / Hindustani Instrumental – Tabla

DEBOPRIYA CHATERJEE / Hindustani Instrumental – Flute

V. SUMITHRA / Carnatic Vocal

MANASI PRASAD / Carnatic Vocal

C.S. BALABHASKAR / Carnatic Instrumental – Violin

B.S. PURUSHOTHAM / Carnatic Instrumental – Kanjeera

GAYATRI BALAGURUNATHAN / Bharatanatyam

GAURI DIWAKAR / Kathak

VIJAY KUMAR. N / Kathakali

BIMBAVATI DEVI / Manpuri

RAHUL ACHARYA / Odissi

ARUNIMA KUMAR / Kuchipudi

MEERNANDA BARTHAKUR / Sattriya

PURVADHANASHREE / Other Majar Traditions of Dance – Vilasini Natyam

SUMEET SHARMA / Direction

AMITESH GROVER / Direction

VAJINDER KUMAR / Acting

J.L. SARITHA / Acting

IRAWATI KARNIK / Playwriting

AJAY KUMAR / Allied Theatre Arts – Music for Theatre

GOVIND SINGH YADAV / Allied Theatre Arts – Lighting

R.K. SANATON SINGH / Major Traditions of Theatre – Shumang Leela, 
Manipur

RITU VERMA / Pandavani, Chattisgarh

DAYARAM / Mand, Rajasthan

SAYED MUHAMMED IRFAN P. P. / Folk Music – Dolippattu, Lakshadweep

MAYANGLAMBAM MANGANGSANA MEITEI / Traditional Music – Pena, 
Manipur

SHABIR AHAMAD SAZNAWAZ / Soofiyana Kalam, Jammu & Kashmir

PRAMODA KUMAR NAHAK / Prahlad Natak, Orissa

SUDARSHAN K.V. / Yakshagana Gombeyatta 
(Traditional String & Rod Puppetry), Karnataka

SRIKANTA BOSE / Mime
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Born on 15 February and 6 June 1976 respectively, Rajnish Mishra and Ritesh Mishra 

belong to a traditional music family of Benaras Gharana. They received their initial 

training in music from their grandfather Hanuman Prasad Mishra, and Gopal Mishra. 

Later, they honed their skills under Rajan Mishra (father) and Sajan Mishra (uncle) of 

Benaras Gharana.

They are ‘A’ grade artist with All India Radio and Doordarshan and have performed 

widely in many prestigious concerts in India and abroad. These include the Tansen 

Samaroh, Gwalior; Saptak Music Festival, Ahmedabad; UDCO Festival, Lucknow; 

Royal Albert Hall, London; Symphony Hall, Birmingham; and Lincoln Centre, New 

York. They have also successfully conducted lecture-demonstrations and workshops 

at various academic institutions, both national and international. 

Rajnish and Ritesh Mishra have been honoured by many prestigious organizations, 

like the Yuva Ratna Award by Rotract Organization, and Certificate of Honour by 

Bhartiya Vidya Bhawan, USA. They have many recordings to their credit including the 

Grammy Award, nominated album, Rise.
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